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A minor defect of the book for those who might wish to make use of 
it in their classes is the absence of an index and the almost entire absence 
of references to authorities and sources. The author shows a very wide 
knowledge of recent sociological and psychological literature, but there is 
unfortunately little in the book to indicate the scientific authorities 
chiefly relied upon. 



Charles A. Eixwood 



University of Missouri 



Ireland, a Study in Nationalism. By Francis Hackett. New 
York: B. W. Huebsch, 1918. Pp. iii+404. $2.00. 

This book sets forth its author's conception of the right settlement of 
the Irish question, the ancient question of the relation of that island to 
England, including the specific question of the relation of Ulster both to 
England and to the rest of Ireland. 

It is a book of special pleading, but it is special pleading that takes 
pains to quote liberally from responsible spokesmen of the opposition; and 
it is adapted to succeed in influencing the judicial-minded reader. It 
displays extensive and sympathetic knowledge of the facts involved, 
and, withal, is written in a skilful, imaginative, suggestive, and engaging 
style. 

The writer helps to dispel the popular fallacy that human nature is 
a violently different thing in one part of Europe from what it is in another, 
and to expose the misconception on both sides which is characteristic of 
partisanship. He by no means belittles or forgets what Ireland has 
suffered at England's hands. But he attributes it to conditions that 
governed the past and deprecates the irrational nursing of vengeful 
hate toward England as well as supercilious misunderstanding on the 
part of England. 

He points out that "the main record of the Catholic hierarchy is 
a record of smooth self-seeking, with the interests of Ireland discreetly 
subordinated." The passionate sectarianism of both North and South 
is increased by political partisanship. " It is the absence of home rule 
that has saved the Catholic church from anti-clericalism. Once home- 
rule is established the church must be prepared for a new mood in 
Ireland." 

One of the author's most serious complaints is against the manage- 
ment of the railways of Ireland. "The best Irish coal fields have no 
railway communication"; and higher freights are charged on Irish goods 
moving about in Ireland or going to points of export than on incoming 



ioo THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

goods that compete with the domestic product in Irish and English 
markets. No adequate solution is seen by Mr. Hackett but public 
ownership and consolidation of the railways into a single system. 

The loss of more than half the population in little more than half 
a century by emigration is evidence of the misgovernment of the island. 
"The condition of the common Irish up to 1870 was incalculably worse" 
that that of the freed negroes of America. A great need of Ireland is to 
do what Denmark has done in co-operative agriculture. 

The supreme need, however, in the opinion of the author, is home rule. 
In this home rule Ulster should unite and do her part as the integral 
part of Ireland which she is. Home rule, moreover, must be more than 
the hollow semblance of the law of 1914. That law provides that, 
"Notwithstanding the establishment of the Irish parliament or anything 
contained in this act, the supreme power and authority of the parlia- 
ment of the United Kingdom shall remain unaffected and undiminished 
over all persons, matters, and things in Ireland and every part thereof. " 
Mr. Hackett is convinced that "the alternatives for Ireland are not 
federalism and rebellion. They are the permanent international dis- 
grace of England and genuine home rule. And by genuine home rule is 
meant a measure which gives Ireland complete control of its own finances, 
its own excise and customs, its conscription, its administration of every- 
thing from police force to land purchase, and its place alongside Canada 
and Australia and South Africa and New Zealand in imperial represen- 
tation and conference. " 

In the mind of Mr. Hackett hope for this result is high, but depends 
upon the coming in England of a new political order freer from imperial- 
istic self-seeking and more democratic. This new political order he 
believes to be on the verge of realization, and asserts that with its coming 
Ireland's memory of her bitter past will fall away like last year's leaves, 
and Irishmen will be ready to take their part in making the better history 

of the new day. 

E. C. Hayes 
University of Illinois 

The Technique of Psycho-analysis. By Smith Ely Jellifee. 

Washington, D.C.: Nervous and Mental Disease Publishing 

Co., 1918. Pp. xii+163. $2.00. 
As the title suggests, this book is a discussion of the method of 
psycho-analysis and is written for the beginner in analytic investigation. 
It especially attempts to serve the general practitioner and has most 



